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protect and defend this great country and to 
care for his fellow warriors. To his parents, 
David and Sylvia; brothers, Aaron and 
Mathew; and to all of his family and friends, 
we owe our eternal gratitude. Tim touched the 
lives of many and displayed dedication to duty 
and courage of heart. He will always be re-
membered for his selfless service to this great 
Nation, and his life will continue to inspire 
those who knew him best and those who fol-
low in his footsteps. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful United 
States Congress, I am privileged to honor the 
life of Senior Airman Timothy J. Wright. My 
wife, Vicki, joins me in offering our most sin-
cere condolences and prayers to his family 
and friends. May God continue to bless them 
and the brave men and women of our United 
States Armed Forces. 
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL DAVID J. 
WILKIE 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Colonel David J. Wilkie, 
who is retiring after 30 years of Active Duty 
Service in the United States Army. The valu-
able leadership demonstrated in his role as 
Chief of the Neuroscience and Rehabilitation 
Center at Dwight David Eisenhower Army 
Medical Center (DDEAMC) is indispensable. 
His position there represents the culmination 
of a career that has been defined by a drive 
for excellence. 

During his time at the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, COL Wilkie was a 
four year distinguished cadet, wearing a star 
on his collar indicating his rank in the top five 
percent of his class. In 1987, he was elected 
by his classmates to the position of Chairman 
of the Cadet Honor Committee and served on 
the Brigade Staff as a First Class Cadet. He 
graduated in 1988, receiving the Army Medical 
Department Award for the highest academi-
cally ranking cadet entering the AMEDD and 
the General McClellan award for the Chairman 
of the Cadet Honor Committee. 

After graduation from West Point, COL 
Wilkie completed the AMEDD Officer Basic 
Course at Fort Sam Houston, Texas and 
earned a degree of Doctor of Medicine at the 
Uniformed Services University of the Health 
Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland. From there, 
he completed his internship and residency in 
Neurology at Madigan Army Medical Center. 
COL Wilkie has been Board Certified by the 
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology 
since 1997, scoring in the top five percent na-
tionally on his board Certification exam. 

An expert in his field, COL Wilkie has 
served in leadership positions on staff at 
DDEAMC and Madigan Army Medical Center, 
on numerous prestigious boards and commit-
tees and important response teams. COL 
Wilkie led the development of the DDEAMC 
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) program, and the 
Level 1 TBI program at DDEAMC was the first 
program certified by the Office of the Surgeon 
General in 2009. COL Wilkie was also instru-
mental in developing the Integrated Pain Man-
agement Clinic at DDEAMC, again the first 
such program active in the Department of De-
fense. 

Additionally, COL Wilkie served as Battalion 
Surgeon for 2–3 Infantry Battalion in Mosul, 
Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2004. 
In 2013, he served as US FORCES–Afghani-
stan Neurology consultant at Bagram Airfield, 
Afghanistan during Operation Enduring Free-
dom. His decorations include the Bronze Star 
Medal, Army Commendation Medal (3 OLC), 
Navy Achievement Medal, Army Achievement 
Medal (2 OLC), National Defense Service 
Medal with bronze star, Iraqi Campaign Medal, 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global War on 
Terrorism Expeditionary and Service Medals, 
Army Service Ribbon, NATO Medal, Air As-
sault Badge and Combat Medic Badge. 

COL Wilkie truly has made leadership and 
service his calling. In his own community, he 
coaches little league sports, participates in 
medical education programs, serves on the St. 
Teresa of Avila Parish Council, and operates 
the Parish Angel Gabriel Message charity, an 
organization he founded that supports local 
families facing childhood cancer. 

In a profession that is saturated with talent, 
intelligence, and leadership, COL Wilkie has 
managed to distinguish himself among his 
peers. For this reason, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, it is my honor to applaud the 
great work of Colonel David Wilkie following 
three decades of outstanding service to the 
United States Armed Forces. 
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HONORING RENEE THERIAULT 
WEBBER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Renee Theriault Webber 
upon her retirement from the Sonoma County 
Water Agency (SCWA) after thirty years of 
dedicated service. As the Division Manager for 
the SCWA’s Environmental and Public Affairs 
Division, Ms. Webber made significant con-
tributions to the conservation and manage-
ment of environmental resources and water 
use in Sonoma County. 

Ms. Webber has devoted her professional 
life to environmental conservation. She re-
ceived her Bachelor of Arts in Environmental 
Studies from California State University, Sac-
ramento. She is a member of both the Asso-
ciation of Environmental Professionals and the 
California Native Plant Society. 

Among her innumerable contributions while 
with the SCWA, Ms. Webber coordinated the 
development of a national coalition to secure 
Congressional authorization for the Pacific 
Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund. Established 
in fiscal year 2000, the Pacific Coastal Salmon 
Recovery Fund aims to protect, restore, and 
conserve Pacific salmon and steelhead popu-
lations as well as their habitats. 

In addition to her work with the SCWA, Ms. 
Webber was also a principal manager of the 
North Bay Water Reuse Program. This pro-
gram brings together three counties and ten 
water and sanitation agencies to address 
water supply shortages by working to develop 
recycled water as a new water supply source. 
When fully implemented, the North Bay Water 
Reuse Program will produce 33,000 acre-feet 
of recycled water per year in order to maxi-
mize the water supply in the North Bay. 

Ms. Weber is credited by her colleagues as 
being able to see both sides of an issue and 
then build consensus among those with dif-
fering opinions. Ms. Webber’s leadership in 
environmental management and water reuse 
is greatly appreciated and will certainly be 
missed. Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we honor and thank Ms. Webber for 
her public service and wish her a most enjoy-
able retirement. 
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RECOGNIZING JAMES C. 
MCCLOSKEY 

HON. RUSH HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the career and accomplishments of 
James C. McCloskey who has served for the 
past 34 years as the Founder and Executive 
Director of Centurion Ministries of Princeton, 
New Jersey, and has been a tireless advocate 
for people wrongly convicted across our coun-
try. 

A native of Philadelphia, Jim graduated from 
Bucknell University in 1964. After three years 
as a naval officer in Japan and Vietnam, Jim 
spent 13 years in business in Tokyo and 
Philadelphia. After his stint in the business 
world, Jim opted for a change and went to 
pursue a Masters in Divinity from Princeton 
Theological Seminary. During that time Jim 
served as a student chaplain at the Trenton 
State Prison where he met then inmate Jorge 
De Los Santos. 

After listening to the convicted man’s claims 
of innocence Jim took it upon himself to re-
view the case. 

After reading the entire record of the case, 
he came to believe that Mr. De Los Santos 
was innocent. Jim then, using his own money, 
spent the next three years, including a year-
long sabbatical from seminary, investigating 
Mr. De Los Santos’ case. After bringing for-
ward the only witness against Mr. De Los 
Santos, Jim hired a young lawyer, Paul 
Casteleiro, to have the case retried. In July 
1983 Mr. De Los Santos was exonerated and 
freed and Centurion Ministries was launched. 
Jim knew that this was his calling for the rest 
of his life. 

Most of the early cases came from the sto-
ries that Mr. De Los Santos had told Jim re-
garding several other men Mr. De Los Santos 
believed were innocent. Upon reading their 
case files Jim came to believe them, too. Jim 
worked alone until 1987 when he obtained his 
fifth exoneration and the general public took 
notice of this remarkable work he was doing. 

He founded Centurion Ministries in order to 
bring voice to those who have lost all appeals 
and thus all hope of having their wrongful con-
victions brought to light. Beginning with a staff 
of just himself, Centurion Ministries has grown 
and now has eight full time staff, five part time 
staff, and a group of 23 part time volunteers 
who dedicate their time to the cause of the 
wrongfully convicted. 

Centurion Ministries takes on the difficult 
cases. They do not shun cases that can turn 
on DNA evidence, but because there are other 
avenues for inmates whose cases have DNA 
evidence, Centurion Ministries’ focus has been 
primarily on cases that require a field inves-
tigation and a very savvy lawyer. To date Cen-
turion Ministries has overturned the wrongful 
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conviction of 53 individuals who have served 
a combined 1083 years wrongfully imprisoned, 
and at any given time is working on 20 or so 
cases at various stages of investigation. 

I cannot stress strongly enough the courage 
and heart Jim exemplifies in this now crowded 
field of work. He not only chose to work for 
people he did not know, but he used his own 
money to do so. Unlike most of the people 
doing similar work today who have universities 
to pay their salaries and give them office and 
staff, Jim had only himself to rely on. He lived 
modestly and devoted himself to this cause. 
His commitment to these individuals he works 
for does not end with their freedom. They are 
family. 

Although Jim has announced he will no 
longer have an active role in the day to day 
operations of Centurion Ministries in the spring 
of next year, I know that he will continue to be 
a force for justice for years to come. He is a 
very special person. I join many admirers of 
Jim McCloskey in thanking him for his work 
and wishing him well in the future. 
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40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow is the 
40th anniversary of the establishment of the 
Legal Services Corporation (LSC), which helps 
provide civil legal aid to low-income Americans 
who otherwise would be unable to afford legal 
representation. LSC was created in 1974 
through a bipartisan effort by Republicans and 
Democrats in Congress and was signed into 
law by President Nixon. 

Today, LSC provides funding to 134 local 
legal aid programs, which operate nearly 800 
offices in every congressional district around 
the country. Funding provided through LSC 
supports low-income Americans, including 
women seeking protection from abuse, moth-
ers trying to obtain child support, families fac-
ing unlawful evictions or foreclosures that 
could leave them homeless, veterans seeking 
benefits duly earned and seniors defending 
against consumer scams, among other cases. 
LSC-funded attorneys help parents obtain and 
keep custody of their children, assist parents 
in enforcing child support payments and help 
women who are victims of domestic violence. 
In fact, three out of four legal aid clients are 
women, and legal aid programs identify do-
mestic violence as one of their top priorities. 

As chairman of the House Commerce-Jus-
tice-Science Appropriations subcommittee 
from 2001–2006 and again since 2011, I have 
worked closely with the LSC leadership to 
support these programs and ensure that fund-
ing is spent efficiently and appropriately. I 
have also worked with my colleagues in Con-
gress and LSC leadership to mitigate partisan 
issues that undermine support for this pro-
gram. Through these efforts, we have been 
able to ensure that LSC funding is focused on 
supporting legitimate civil legal aid needs by 
those Americans who need it most. 

Over the past several years, I have encour-
aged LSC to do more to engage law firms and 

bar associations to expand pro bono services 
in coordination with the corporation. In re-
sponse, the LSC board created a Pro Bono 
Task Force in 2011 and produced a com-
prehensive report with innovative ideas to bol-
ster national pro bono efforts. I want to credit 
LSC Board Chairman John Levi and LSC 
President Jim Sandman for their leadership on 
this project, which has the potential to further 
extend LSC’s support for low-income Ameri-
cans. 

Forty years after its creation, the LSC fills a 
critical gap by providing low-income Ameri-
cans with legal assistance they wouldn’t other-
wise have access to. I want to commend the 
Legal Services Corporation and the attorneys 
working in our communities for the work they 
do every day on behalf of Americans who 
need qualified counsel. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LEGAL SERVICES 
CORPORATION 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the achievements of the Legal Serv-
ices Corporation (LSC) on its 40th anniver-
sary. Forty years ago, President Nixon signed 
into law the LSC Act, establishing the Legal 
Services Corporation as one of the major 
sources of funding for civil legal aid. In the 
time since, LSC has grown to be the single 
largest funder of civil legal aid for low-income 
Americans, including many military families 
and veterans. 

Legal Services Corporation-funded legal aid 
programs continue to make a crucial dif-
ference to millions of Americans by assisting 
with the most basic civil legal needs, such as 
addressing matters involving safety, subsist-
ence, and family stability. LSC funds 134 legal 
aid organizations that serve hundreds of thou-
sands of low-income individuals, children, fam-
ilies, seniors, and veterans across America. 
These individuals range from women seeking 
protection from abuse, mothers trying to obtain 
child support, families facing unlawful evictions 
or foreclosures that could leave them home-
less, veterans seeking benefits duly earned, 
and seniors defending against consumer 
scams. 

Demand for legal services and the need for 
legal aid attorneys has never been greater in 
this country. In recent years, however, over 
1,000 full time employees have been termi-
nated as a result of a continued lack of fund-
ing for LSC. So while we reflect on the 
achievements of LSC over the last forty years, 
Congress must also renew its commitment to 
providing LSC the critical resources it needs to 
assist our most vulnerable. 

On this anniversary, I salute the Legal Serv-
ices Corporation and LSC-funded attorneys for 
the vital work they do every day on behalf of 
Americans who need qualified counsel. Every 
day that a legal aid attorney protects the safe-
ty, security and health of our most vulnerable 
citizens, they bring this nation closer to living 
up to its commitment to equal justice for all. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
present during rollcall vote numbers 433, 434, 
435, and 436 on July 22, 2014, and rollcall 
vote numbers 437, 438, 439, 440, and 441 on 
July 23, 2014. 

I would like to submit how I would have 
voted: 

On rollcall vote No. 433 I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 434 I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 435 I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 436 I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 437 I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 438 I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 439 I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 440 I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 441 I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING MIDDLETOWN TOWN-
SHIP POLICE SGT. MARK WERT 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2014 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to offer my congratulations to Middle-
town Township Police Sgt. Mark Wert for 33 
years of outstanding service to the people of 
my home community and its police depart-
ment. 

As always, the community owes a debt of 
gratitude to those first responders who, each 
day, selflessly protect our lives and property. 
Sgt. Wert began his career on July 15, 1981, 
moving to squad supervisor and then adminis-
tration overseeing the Traffic Safety Unit. He 
also was the instructor for Emergency Vehicle 
Operations and one of the department’s first 
Field Training Officers. His dedication is rec-
ognized by the responsibilities he took on 
within the police department and also in the 
community. He was a director of the Transpor-
tation Management Association of Bucks 
County and active in the community’s volun-
teer fire service—Skyline Fire Association and 
William Penn Fire Co. 

Sgt. Wert’s retirement begins on August 1, 
2014 and so, on behalf of the grateful commu-
nity where I live and that I represent in this 
House, I extend sincere appreciation to Sgt. 
Mark Wert and wish him many healthy and 
happy retirement years. 
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